THE TRAIN
Where would you find another fool to do hard labour of
his own free will?"
Danilov arranged a special celebration to see Kravtsov
off. The unit stood to attention and he was presented
with official gratitude and a bonus: material for a suit
and a watch.
CT11 be going home with presents!" said Kravtsov,
coming back to the station. "The material will do as a
dress for my old lady, and my son will get my old watch,
it's better than any new one."
Vaska and fat lya were going to V. too—they were
being sent on a nursing course. Danilov sent for them for
a few final words.
"You know there are all sorts of foolish people, and
worse, who spread tales about nurses. Don't take any
notice of them, but behave so that nobody can pick any
holes anywhere. Remember—neatness and propriety in
your clothes, your walk, your voice, everything. So that
people will point to you as an example of how to behave.
And no more of that foolishness," he added, pointing to
Vaska's face.
"What can I do!" said Vaska, "if there's a six months*
guarantee?"
"But somehow, it seems to me," said Danilov, "that
Pve seen you with those eyebrows for over a year."
"But what can I do?" said Vaska. "Hang myself, or
what? I've tried to get them off with bichloride and
paraffin, but nothing helps."
None of which was true—actually she had returned
twice to the hairdresser to have her brows blackened. ...
Danilov told Sobol to give the girls a good supply of
food to take with them, and in the highest spirits, using
medicament boxes for suitcases, they changed on to a
goods train going to Leningrad.
Julia Dmitriyevna and Suprugov left two days later.
^"My dear," said Faina, as she said her goodbye, "I
wish you all the best, everything! You can't imagine how
I want it!"
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